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satisfactorily answered, whether by exposition or
experience, that a self-won and unassailable knowledge
and a strong will to choose the right and eschew the
wrong can be established.

For the above very good reasons, then, we should
urge those workers who bemoan the waning of the
old days of sheep-like and unquestioning obedience to
look at the change in a more hopeful light. Let them
try to see in this so-called " spirit of indiscipline " the
birth of a new era of thought, the early and half-
conscious stirrings amongst the once easily led of that
faculty of self-determination of right and wrong which
is as necessary to the intellectually developed human
being as is the air of heaven to a creature which, by a
long evolutionary process, has discarded gills for
lungs. Let them face the new dangers with the old
courage, guiding where before they would have driven,
advising where they would have dictated; and, above
all, let them not wish to confine again this questing
and aspiring breath of clear thought within that dark
place from which it is escaping.

Under the twelve headings above are set down
the influences which may be regarded as the chief
circumstantial causes of wrongdoing. A multitude
of other minor causes probably operate also, exer-
cising their special influence according to individual
idiosyncrasy. Of these, a few may be mentioned here.

The writer is of opinion that a subtle and important
causative influence, which is not usually directly
traceable, and is, therefore, not included in the above
list, is to be found in the great economic and other
difficulties which in these days tend to prevent early
marriages. Under present conditions of stern com-
petition and an advanced scale of living a man is
usually not in a position to support a wife at a
reasonably early age, say at twenty-five, and, even at
that age, he often can see before him no reasonable
hope of being able to marry. He therefore sometimes